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Spotlight on...
XpertSea - Precision Aquaculture Technolgy

Twelve months ago, Xpertsea were a small 
precision aqua farming company looking for 
investment. After meeting with Tom Prins from 
Aqua-Spark at the 2017 Aquaculture Innovation 
Summit, the team travelled to the Netherlands to 
meet their new investor and continue discussions.

Now, only one year on, Xpertsea employs more than 30 people to help 
customers in over 48 countries, ranging from hatcheries and research 
centres to local and multinational farming operations. Their AI powered 
platform combining hardware and software have counted and sized more 
than 17 billions organisms and registered over than 200,000 aquaculture 
production reports.

We caught up with François Robitaille, Co-Founder - Head of Finances, 
from XpertSea about why innovation is so important and how to ind 
investment as a start-up.

XpertSea is a Canadian technology 
company that’s transforming how the global 
aquaculture industry farms seafood.

Combining artificial intelligence, computer 
vision and machine learning, their solution 
empowers hatcheries, farms and research 
centers to track and manage their aquatic 
populations with greater speed, accuracy 
and insight than ever before.

With aquaculture producers around the 
world using their technology to reduce 
waste and increase profits, they’re taking 
a business-friendly, technology-driven 
approach to promoting global food 
sustainability.

www.aqua-spark.nl/
https://aquaculture-innovation.com/events/aquaculture-innovation-summit
https://www.xpertsea.com/
https://www.xpertsea.com/
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François, as a start-up looking for 
investment, what was XpertSea’s experience 
of the Aquaculture Innovation Summit?
Last year, we were chosen to present in the 
innovation showcase. It was a great experience 
for us as it was the first time we got to present 
our company to industry players other than our 
direct customers, such as farms and hatcheries. 

Apart from the showcase, we had 1 on 1 meetings with key players 
in different spheres of the industry, such as health and nutrition. 
These meetings really helped us understand where was their focus on 
innovation. Finally, we got to witness great presentations about the 
state of aquaculture and its future. 

What benefits does the conference provide companies in your 
position?
This conference is great to understand where the main efforts in 
innovation are being made by key industry players. Also, the 1 on 
1 meetings are really helpful to catalyse great discussions with key 
investors or potential strategic partners.  The exposure and connexions 
we made at the conference definitely contributed to helping us raise a 
financing round of 7.5M USD.

With your rapid company growth we’re delighted to confirm 
XpertSea as a sponsor for 2018. Can you share a bit about your 
strategic objectives going forward?
XpertSea spent the last few years working directly with farmers, building 
the most important database of animal data in aquaculture. We believe 
it is now time to share our insights and how this industry can benefit 
from accurate animal data from hatchery and farm production. With 
hundreds of thousands of quality control reports uploaded on our 
platform on shrimp, fish and shellfish production, our insight is crucial 
to help catalyse innovation and connection between producers and key 
industry contributors such as health, nutrition, genetics and insurance 
companies.  

What advice do you have for start-up companies that are looking 
for investment?
Make sure you book your 1 on 1 meetings with the key people you want 
to talk to! Don’t hesitate to network and have a solid elevator pitch to 
catch investors attention, since there will be many other great startups. 

https://aquaculture-innovation.com/events/aquaculture-innovation-summit
https://www.xpertsea.com/
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Valérie Robitaille and Cody Andrews begin developing commercial applications using optics and photonics in marine environments.

Following interest from aquaculture producers, XpertSea is founded and investigation of the aquaculture space begins.

XpertSea closes a financing seed round of 1.25M CAD from investors led by Real Ventures, edō Capital and BDC.

XpertSea commercially launches the XperCount2, a connected device with computer vision for characterizing aquatic organisms.

The team meet Tom Prins from Aqua-Spark at the Aquaculture Innovation Summit, having presented as part of the Innovation 
Showcase.
Travel to the Netherlands to speak to Aqua-Spark, their new investor, to continue discussions.

Today XpertSea as over 30 Employees, has clients in 48+ Countries and has earned 100K+ in Aquaculture production reports

How XpertSea fast-tracked from a start-up Innovation Showcase 
presenter to a Sponsor with global presence:

Learn more about how Emerging Companies can 
benefit from the Aquaculture Innovation Summit >>

https://aquaculture-innovation.com/events/aquaculture-innovation-summit
https://aquaculture-innovation.com/events/aquaculture-innovation-summit
https://www.xpertsea.com/

